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SSHHAALLIIYYAAHH
OCTOBER 2016 A Community Dedicated to Change and Committed to Tradition Tishrei 5777

SHABBAT B’YAHAD
The B’Yahad program is an ongoing Saturday morning 
family service and education experience. All members 
are welcome! Adult Torah Study begins at 9:00 a.m. 
Family service 10:15-11:00 a.m. This month’s session
will be Saturday, October 15th. 

SHABBAT UNPLUGGED 
Friday night, October 21st from 8:00 – 9:30 p.m.

A joyous, family-friendly evening of music and singing 
with a fantastic 5-piece Shabbat Band led by our very 
own Solomon Hoffman! 

SAVE THE DATES! 
October 22:  
Celebration to welcome Helaina Gene Seigel  

November 19:  
The Dinner (aka the Progressive / Cooperative dinner)  
See page 5 for all the details!

HIGH HOLIDAYS 5777

Erev Rosh HaShana             Sunday, October 2 
Rosh HaShana Day 1        Monday, October 3 
Rosh HaShana Day 2        Tuesday, October 4 
Erev Yom Kippur Kol Nidre Tuesday, October 11 
Yom Kippur                Wednesday, October 12 

SUKKOT IS JUST AROUND 
THE CORNER 

Order your Lulav and Etrog with the RSNS 
office by October 5th.  Only $36.00.

NOVEMBER SHALIYAH 
The deadline for the November 2016 issue  

is October 15th.   
To submit content for the NOVEMBER Shaliyah, 

Email your copy as a word document to 
rsnsnewsletter@gmail.com 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW PROGRAMS

For more details on all these great programs, 
look through this issue of the Shaliyah

 ALL ABOUT RECONSTRUCTIONISM 
 2nd GENERATION SURVIVORS
 SHALOM SHABBAT
 KULANU

mailto:rsnsnewsletter@gmail.com
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Parenting  Caregiving  Marital Concerns  Separation/Divorce  Bereavement  
Geriatric Care  Cancer Wellness  Career  Legal  Financial 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month: 

Eating well at any stage of a cancer diagnosis  
is something anyone can do.   

Ann Ogden Gaffney, author and founder of  
Cook For Your Life,

turns nutrition guidelines into practical,  
easy recipes that are designed specifically  

for the different stages of treatment and  
to promote healthy survivorship.   

Come listen to Ann’s inspirational story of being a two time 
cancer survivor and how she was able to adapt recipes  

to help her cope with side effects and to eat well  
even on her worst days, and well into survivorship.   
Ann will demonstrate some recipes for the audience. 

Nancy Marx Cancer Wellness Center at  
Sid Jacobson JCC presents: 

Cook for Your Life by Ann Ogden Gaffney 

Sid Jacobson JCC 
300 Forest Drive, East Hills 

Thursday, October 6, 2016 at 7:00pm 
Fee $5 in advance / $10 at the door 

Purchase tickets at www.sjjcc.org/boxoffice

PARTNERS IN CARING STAFF 

Margy Ringelheim, LMSW 
Barbara Goldstein, LCSW 

Leslie Grama-Shapiro, LMSW 
Michelle Laser, LCSW, Director of Social Services 

CALL 516.484.1545, ext. 196
Phone calls are confidential.

http://www.sjjcc.org/boxoffice
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Parenting  Caregiving  Marital Concerns  Separation/Divorce  Bereavement  
Geriatric Care  Cancer Wellness  Career  Legal  Financial 

A letter from Michelle Laser of PIC (Partners in Caring) 

Dear RSNS Congregants, 

It is with mixed emotions that I write to inform you that our dear colleague, Audrey 
Bernstein, will be leaving her position as a Partner in Caring Social Worker. Her last day 
will be September 8, 2016. She has been with us for the last 13 years. 

Those who have had the good fortune of meeting with and receiving assistance from Audrey 
know her as a devoted, compassionate and inspiring professional. Audrey has chosen to 
change paths at this point in her career. We know how deeply she cared for the needs of your 
congregation, and for our greater Jewish community. We wish her the best of luck and 
happiness. 

During this period of transition, PIC will continue to honor our commitment to provide 
quality social work services and programs to meet your evolving need. Any RSNS 
congregant may contact me directly at 516-484-1545, ext. 200, or if I am unavailable, you 
may call the PIC voicemail 516-484-1545, ext. 196, leave a message, and one of the social 
workers within our PIC team will get back to you. 

I hope you will join us in extending our very best wishes to Audrey. We wish her continues 
success and happiness on this new path in her life. 

With warm regards, 

Michelle Laser, L.C.S.W. 
Director of Social Services 



4 

RABBI LEE 

Dear Friends, 

My mother was not a saver.  She was constantly 
weeding her possessions so that her children 
wouldn’t have to when death came to her.  
Though she had beautiful things she treasured –
Coalport china, Waterford crystal, Kirk sterling –
she left very little for us to deal with.  She liked 
everything to be in order.  One of our last 
conversations concerned a sixty-three cent 
discrepancy in her bank statement.  When she 
died unexpectedly in March, the only 
complications left for my niece and me were due 
to the most untimely death of my sister, my 
mother’s power of attorney, who predeceased 
her by a few weeks.  My mother took leave of the 
world having taken care of everything she 
possibly could have, an easement to us who 
survived her.   

What she accomplished with respect to her 
possessions and finances, she duplicated in her 
relationships.  As she had left nothing undone, so 
she left nothing unsaid.  One of my cousins 
reported that after the death of her father many 
years ago, my mother called her twice a week at 
exactly 7:56 a.m. to check after her welfare.  My 
cousin was not the only recipient of my mother’s 
constant attention.  Increasingly apartment 
bound by arthritis, she used her time to express 
words of appreciation and praise to those she 
loved, and to offer ‘observations’ to those she 
thought could benefit from them.  She felt a 
commitment to say what needed to be said to 
everyone who was in her life.  She didn’t need to 
tell me how much she loved me on her deathbed,  

because she had told me every time we were 
together in the fullness of her life. 

So after spending time cleaning out her 
apartment in April, there was little left to carry 
away.  Except for the Passover dishes that I 
promised I would take and use, everything else 
fit into a shoebox – my father’s wallet (which 
hadn’t been opened since his death on July 13, 
1984), his good Timex, and letters and cards that 
my sister and I had sent to my mother over the 
span of six decades.   My mother left this world 
in perfect order.  Looking at Olympic divers 
entering the water from a thirty-meter board this 
past summer, and learning that excellence in 
diving is measured by ‘no splash’ on impact, I 
came to understand that my mom lived a gold 
medal Olympian life.  She exited the world with 
the same elegance as those divers entered the 
pool. 

The way my mother lived and died serves as a 
blessing and as a lesson for me at this season of 
introspection and teshuvah.  Following her 
example, I will spend the days between Rosh 
HaShana and Yom Kippur weeding my life and 
connecting with those to whom I neglected to 
offer praise or words of appreciation.  In this way 
I hope to enter the New Year ‘clean’, complete, 
and without undue splash. 

I wish you all a good and healthy 5777.  May it be 
a year of blessing and of healing.   
Warmly,  
Lee
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The congregation is invited to celebrate the arrival of

HHEELLAAIINNAA GGEENNEE SSIIEEGGEELL

Daughter of Sara Friedlander and Matthew Siegel
and Grandchild of Lee Friedlander, Joy Levitt

and Joel and Maxine Siegel
at RSNS on Shabbat Sukkot, 22 October at 2:00 p.m.

Please RSVP to rsns@optonline.net or 516-627-6274 if you plan to attend.

To help Helaina Gene begin her life as a Source of Goodness for the World, 
we request that, in lieu of gifts, contributions be made to our Congregation,

which welcomed her mother, Sara, shortly after her birth thirty-two years ago.

Join us for THE DINNER
aka Cooperative Dinner, aka Progressive Dinner
When: Saturday, November 19, 2016. 

To host, contact Susan Hicks at 
tsbhicks@gmail.com

mailto:tsbhicks@gmail.com
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YOUTH PROGRAMS 

SHALOM SHABBAT WITH CANTOR ERIC AND 
YOGA JEN (AGES 1 - 5) – NEW for 2016/2017
See full page flyer on page 6. 
This month we will meet on October 7th, 14th, 21st

& 28th from 12 noon to 1:00 p.m. 

PJ LIBRARY 
Join us on October 19th at 5:30 p.m. for our Sukkot 
event.  The program will feature stories, songs, 
craft and food!  Not a PJ Library member yet?  It’s 
never too late for your child to start receiving these 
free Jewish books each month.  Visit 
www.pjlibrary.org  and sign up.  

OR HADASH   For grades 4 - 6 
This month’s event is on Saturday, October 15th

To sign up for all of the events, call the RSNS office 
or email Sharon at sharonrsns@optonline.net

KADIMA – seventh grade  
 Tuesdays, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
- Kadima class with parents – October 18th

- Kadima class (students only) –October 25th

TEENS: grades 8-12 

ADOPT A SURVIVOR 
Post Kadima class 2016 -- meeting monthly on 
Wednesdays, usually from 5:30–7:00 p.m.   
October 15th is our next meeting. 

KULANU (NEW for 2016-2017) - (GRADES 8 –
12 and their parents) 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
This month’s meeting is October 18th

Kulanu means "All of Us," and it's our brand-new 
Tuesday night teen program for students in grades 
8-12 and their parents! Teens and parents will meet 
separately at the same time one Tuesday a month 
to learn and connect with each other. Pizza 
included.  For more details on this program visit the 
LIFELONG LEARNING section on www.RSNS.ORG

KESHER HADASH 
Are you an RSNS teen? Then join us online!  Follow 
us on Instagram: instagram.com/rsnsteens/   
Join our Facebook group: 
www.facebok.com/groups/kesherhadash/

Boy’s Group – Bros’ Hodesh one Tuesday a 
month,
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. This month’s meeting is October 
25th

If you're a boy in grades 8-12, please RSVP to Cantor 
Eric, or join our Facebook group!  
http://www.facebook.com/groups/187609124592536/ 

Girl’s Rosh Hodesh one Tuesday a month,
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. This month’s meeting is October 
25th

– draws on the tradition of Rosh Hodesh 
celebrations to build self-esteem, leadership skills, 
and satisfying Jewish identities for adolescent girls.  
We intend the program to demonstrate to teenage 
girls Judaism’s commitment to their growth and 
well-being.  8-10th grade girls may join this special 
“girls only” group. 

http://www.facebok.com/groups/kesherhadash/
mailto:sharonrsns@optonline.net
http://www.pjlibrary.org/
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Shalom Shabbat
with Cantor Eric and Yoga Jen, and special puppet friends! 

Children (ages 1-5 years) and their parents/caregivers are warmly 
invited to join us for 30-40 minutes of joyful songs, stories,  

and movement as we welcome Shabbat together!

Friday afternoons at 12:00 p.m. beginning September 16th 

At RSNS – 1001 Plandome Rd, Plandome 
$10 per experience 

Whether you're a newcomer or a Gan Shalom family. 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Inspired by the 92Y Shababa Network Approach
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SYNAGOGUE SCHOOL NEWS 

The Synagogue School 2016-2017 calendar is posted on our website at rsns.org 

SPECIAL DATES – ALL STUDENTS ATTEND WITH PARENTS 
Sunday, October 23rd Simhat Torah Celebration – 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, November 6th Mitzvah Day 9:00 a.m.
Sunday, January 29, 2017 Heritage Trip
Sunday, February 12th Tu B’Shevat Seder 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 11th Purim Megillah reading, 6:00 p.m. – Play 6:30 p.m.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS HELD DURING REGULAR CLASS TIME – ALL DATES ARE TUESDAYS 
October 18th Sukkot Day April 4th Pesah Day
December 20th Hanukah April 25th Yom HaShoah
February 28th Shabbat Day May 16th Zimria & Slide Show

Shabbat Services:  Family services are held one Friday of each month at 7:30 p.m.  There are many different ways 
for families to participate.  We work with each class to enable parents to provide Jewish role models for their 
children as well as expand their knowledge of Jewish liturgy and texts.  You may sign up to help with a Family Service 
oneg. The B’Yahad Saturday morning family service and education program act as reinforcement for our tefilla
program. 

FRIDAY EVENING FAMILY SERVICE STUDENT PARTICIPATION  
All families are encouraged to join us at all family services regardless of your student’s grade.

October 7th Shabbat School 
November 4th Bet consecration and welcoming new members
December 9th Vav
January 6th Hay
February 3rd Daled
March 3rd Gimmel
March 31st Kindergarten/Alef
May 5th Shabbat School

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE ASHOKAN TRIP   December 2 -4, 2016 for students in grades 3 thru 6. 

CAMP JRF VISITS RSNS 
Tuesday November 29th

Watch for details!

http://rsns.org/
http://rsns.org/lifelong-learning/synagogue-school
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Nursery School classes began on September 7th and we are off to a great start.  Most of the 
children have successfully separated, and each day eager children enter their classrooms 
ready to work and play.  New friendships are forming as we explore the different areas of 
our room and share snack, stories, and song. Our 3's Lunch Bunch, 4's Afterschool Program 
and Before and After Program started on September 12th.   

  All of the classes enjoyed getting ready for Rosh Ha Shana and Yom Kippur.  How delicious 
apples dipped in honey taste. What a loud sound the Shofar makes!  And the round challah 
with raisins was so yummy!  The three and four year old classes met in the sanctuary with 
Rabbi Lee, Rabbi Jodie and Cantor Eric to see all the Torahs and sing songs for the holidays. 

We are all looking forward to making decorations and eating snack in the Sukkah and 
marching with our flags for Simhat Torah. Our three and four year old classes are excited 
to take their first trips to the pumpkin farm this month. 

Join us for Apples on the Bima for Rosh HaShana on October 3rd and for Yom Kippur 
October 12th at 2:00 p.m.    

Our next PJ Library Sukkot Event is on Wednesday October 19th at 5:30 p.m.  The program 
will feature stories, songs, craft and food!  Not a PJ Library member yet?  It’s never too late 
for your child to start receiving these free Jewish books each month.  Visit 
www.pjlibrary.org  and sign up. 

The fall is the time when we begin to make plans for the next school year.  Registration for 
the 2017-18 school year will begin in October.  Synagogue members and current enrollees 
and their siblings will have priority registration.   Families that are new to Gan Shalom will 
begin registering on October 25th.  Please call Laura Reich at 627-0257 to visit a classroom 
or obtain an application for the 2017-18 school year. 

Laura 

http://www.pjlibrary.org/
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ADULT STUDIES AND SEMINARS 

ALL ABOUT RECONSTRUCTIONISM!
WITH RABBI LEE (NEW for 2016-2017) 

THIS MONTH’S SESSION IS  
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18TH FROM 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
How often have you been asked to define 
Reconstructionism?  This course will address all 
questioners, and will satisfy your own curiosity as 
well. After an introductory session on its place within 
the context of American Jewish history, Rabbi Lee will 
offer a topical approach to the study. Topics to be 
considered will include: the meaning of God, ritual 
practice, the nature of prayer, the place of Israel, 
Judaism as a civilization, living in two civilizations –
the Jewish and the American, life cycle practices, 
political action, and Jewish Peoplehood. Topics will be 
announced in advance for your consideration.  One 
need not attend every session to benefit from the 
course. The entire RSNS community is invited to 
attend this monthly course.  Mark your calendar for 
future meetings on 11/15, 12/13, 1/17/2017, 2/14, 
3/14, 4/18, and 5/9 

EAT, READ, TALK  
Rabbi Lee will continue his Thursday program in this 
series beginning Thursday, November 10th from 
11:30-1:00 p.m. Note the new earlier start time! He 
will again, present an article “ripped from the 
headlines” of Jewish relevance. Feel free to bring a 
dairy lunch and we’ll supply the hot drinks and the 
article to be discussed. 

BIBLE STUDY 
This group has been and continues to be committed 
to reading every word of the Hebrew Bible (in English 
translation). After more than a decade and a half, the 
group has reached the so-called Minor Prophets, 
minor not in importance, but in the amount of 
material that has survived of theirs. We begin this 
year’s study with the end of the Book of Psalms 
quickly turning to the Book of Proverbs. This seminar 
meets biweekly on Thursday nights from 8-9:30 p.m.  
Our First meeting of the year will be October 20th

SHABBAT SEMINAR 
The History of Israel: A Documentary Approach: We 
began our examination of Zionism seven years ago 
through the lens of the writings of Zionist and anti-
Zionist ideologues.   We will begin this year with 
Israel’s post Yom Kippur War history.  We will 
continue to critically review the development of the 
State through original source political and sociological 
documents.  This seminar meets biweekly on Shabbat 
afternoons 12-1:30 p.m.  Our first meeting of the 
year will be Saturday, October 29th

CANTOR’S DINNER
Friday, October 28th  6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
Following dinner, participants engage in lively 
conversation and study of diverse topics on a 
different theme each year.  Previous themes have 
included Jews and Food, Jewish Mysticism, Jews From 
Exotic Lands, Jewish Music Through The Ages, and 
Jewish Legends. This year's theme is "Prayer 
Technology: Movement, Sound, Lighting, Text" - 
From ancient times to the 21st century, come explore 
the how's and why's of the Jewish worship 
experience! 
Dinner is at 6:30 p.m., price per person varies 
depending on the menu. Anyone can skip dinner and 
come for FREE for the 7-8 p.m. study session.  Please 
also mark your calendar for future dinners on 11/18, 
1/13/2017, 3/24, 4/28, and 6/16 

Please RSVP to Cantor Eric (rsnscantor@gmail.com) 
(whether you’re coming to the dinner OR just the 
discussion!) by Monday, October 24th

AND WHY NOT BRING A FRIEND. 

2ND GENERATION SURROGATE SURVIVORS 
NEW FOR 2016/2017 

This month’s meeting is at 8:00 p.m. on October 18th

Adult children and grandchildren of survivors are 
invited to participate in continuing to tell the stories 
and the history of their family member.  These 
connections provide a vital link to the events of the 
Holocaust in a time when there are fewer survivors 
living to tell their own stories. The process begins 
with an education of how to effectively tell the story 
of your family member to different groupings of 
people.  Irving Roth for the Holocaust Center at 
Temple Judea trains family members of survivors to 
tell their relative’s stories.

mailto:rsnscantor@gmail.com
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ADULT STUDIES AND SEMINARS 
Continued. . . 

WOMEN’S ROSH HODESH GROUP 
Traditional religious ritual was designed, and 
continues, to meet a variety of needs that relate to 
life passages: The need for the individual to be 
acknowledged by community, the need for the 
community/tribe to read itself into the passages of 
each member, the need for bonding, which serves 
both individual and community, the need to (re-
)enact dramatically the great stories and messages of 
the tradition, for the sake of individuals and of the 
tradition.  Through rituals, we create structures that 
provide an element of predictability and, therefore, 
safety, around times of insecurity, transition, and/or 
loss.  All women of our congregation are welcome to 
join us as we continue to study, and learn from each 
other.   
Our first meeting is October 5, from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. 

SHABBAT YOGA 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7TH, 14TH, 21ST & 28TH

10:00 A.M. – 11:15 A.M. 
AND SATURDAY, October 15th 8:15 – 9:00 A.M. 

Experience Shabbat through movement; connecting 
body, mind and soul. This Shabbat Yoga program is 
taught by Rabbi Jodie Siff. Good for all levels, adults 
and post b'nai mitzvah teens, non-members 
welcome. Bring your own mats and yoga props (we 
have a few if you forget yours). Wear comfortable 
work out attire.    

One Saturday a month 8:15-9:30 a.m.  Beginning 
September 9, Rabbi Siff will also offer a weekly Friday 
morning class (when school is in session) from 10:00-
11:15 a.m. If you have questions please   
Email RSNS@optonline.net or call 516-627-6274. 

“From Coffeehouses to Banquet”
Sunday, October 23, 11:00 a.m. Walking tour, lunch 

and museum visit in Chinatown want more info, 
please contact June Pitkow jpit100@aol.com or  
516-761-1383. See flyer on next page. 

MEN’S GROUP 
The Men's Group usually meets the 
second Wednesday of each month to discuss topics 
of interest selected by members.  However, because 
Yom Kippur falls on the second Wednesday this 
October, we will meet on the first Wednesday which 
is October 5th.  While the discussion starts off with a 
selected topic the meetings move in many directions 
and are a wonderful way for members to get to know 
one another.  All men in the congregation are invited 
to attend.  The next meeting is on Wednesday, 
October 5th at 7:30 p.m.  Coffee and some snacks will 
be available. 

The topic for discussion will be: 
Do you or someone you know own an item that you 
think worthy of being in a museum?  Which 
museum?  Discuss. 

ENGAGING WITH AGING 
Our first meeting this year is set for Thursday, 
October 13th from 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.  We'll meet in 
the Blue Room, as usual.  Please encourage other 
members who may be interested to join us. 

YIDDISH READING CIRCLE
We meet on average, every other week on a Friday 
morning at 10:00 a.m. in the RSNS Library.  For 
more information and a schedule contact Jerry 
Bloom at 516-466-2519.  

Optional Congregation-Wide 
Programs Open To Everyone

Sandwich Making – Sundays at 10-11:30 a.m.
October 16, December 11, January 22, March 
5, April 2, May 7 

Shabbat Dinners – Fridays at 6:30 p.m. 
Adults $10, Children – free 
October 21, December 16, January 20, March 
17, April 21 

mailto:jpit100@aol.com
mailto:RSNS@optonline.net


From	Coffeehouses	to	Banquet	Halls	Walking	Tour	
Please	send	this	tear-off,	with	your	check	made	out	to	RSNS,	to	the	Synagogue.		

Name(s):	______________________________________________________________	
No.	aending:	_______	X	Cost	$25	=	$________	Enclosed	

No.	aending	lunch:	_______	
Phone:	_____________________________________________________	
Email:	____________________________________________________	

Limited	space	available,	first	come	first	serve	
For	informaon	contact	June	Pitkow	at	jpit100@aol.com	516-761-1383	

Sour,	Sweet,	Bier,	Spicy	is	an	imaginary	banquet	in	which	featured	guests	represent	diverse	
histories,	cuisines,	and	geographic	regions.	By	understanding	these	elements,	we	can	start	to	
idenfy	what	Annie	Hauck-Lawson	and	Jonathan	Deutsch	might	call	a	“food	voice”	for	Chinese	in	
America.	They	write:	“The	concept	of	the	food	voice	means	that	what	people	choose	to	procure,	
prepare,	and	eat—and	what	they	do	not	eat—can	reveal	much	about	their	identy	and	culture.	
Oen,	the	food	voice	expresses	what	the	spoken	voice	struggles	to	arculate.”	

Join	us	for	a	walking	tour	that	traces	the	evoluon	of	eateries	in	Chinatown,	
highlighng	stories	of	diversity—Chinatown’s	sons	and	daughters	who	grew	

up	to	be	entrepreneurs	and	restaurateurs;	and	stories	of	evoluon—a	
constant	weaving	between	the	classic	and	modern,	the	old	and	the	new.		

Sunday,	October	23,	2016		
11	AM-12:15	PM	walking	tour	followed	by	lunch	(not	included	in	price)	

1:45	PM-3	PM	Gallery	Highlights	Tour	+	Intro	to	Exhibit	“Sour,	Sweet	Bier,	Spicy”	
MEET	AT:	Museum	of	Chinese	in	America	[MOCAnyc.org]			

215	Centre	Street,	NYC	NY	10013	
PRICE:	$25	per	person



12 

Community Corner
A Place to share stories from every corner  

of the RSNS community. 

Cantor’s Dinner
By Rachel Mankowitz 

This past year’s topic for the Cantor’s dinners was 
Jews on the Fringes. These are generally small, 
forgotten, Jewish communities around the world, and 
each community opens up a whole new world. We 
learned about a real estate developer in a Siberian 
town, trying to get money together for a Jewish 
community center with movie theatres and gyms and, 
sure, a synagogue too. And then there were the 
Kaifeng Jews, and the Shanghai Jews. Suddenly China 
doesn’t seem so far away, if you know there are Jews 
there, saying the same prayers you do, and arguing 
over the same inane differences in customs that we 
argue about here. It’s such a relief to know that Jews 
around the world don’t trust each other’s kashrut any 
more than we do in New York. 

There are always too many articles to read in our 
short time together. As Cantor Eric says, every time, 
with the same tone of surprise in his voice, “We might 
not get through all of them.” But we certainly make 
the effort, and whatever we skip gets a summary and 
a recommendation for further reading.  Cantor Eric 
found funny stories, and obscure stories, and 
surprisingly important Jews from all of these places. A 
Jewish general in India who turned the tides of war, a 
Sephardi Jew in London who became prime minister 
and accidentally changed Jewish identity from 
religion to blood (Disraeli, who converted to 
Christianity but retained pride in his Jewish birth). We 
learned about Jews of every color, and educational 
level, and caste. Jews in Ireland and Alaska and Cuba 
and Myanmar and the Philippines, who don’t think of 
pastrami on rye as the center of the Jewish food 
world. 

For our final continent we studied Africa, bypassing 
the bigger African Jewish communities of Morocco, 
South Africa, and Ethiopia, and focusing on the lesser 
known and more recently discovered groups in 
Nigeria, Uganda, Zimbabwe, and Ghana. There’s 
something magical about finding Jews in all corners of 
the earth. It’s like a Where’s Waldo puzzle. We are a 
far flung people. We’ve been scattered to the four 
corners any number of times throughout history and 
its only now that we have the state of Israel that we’re 
making a concerted effort to bring everyone back 
together again. 

Cantor Eric chooses a different topic each year and 
then delves into the subject over five or six Friday 
night dinners, you can come to all of them, or just to 
one or two and not feel left out. You can come to the 
dinner or only come to the discussion afterwards. We 
meet in the blue room and sit at round tables and 
light candles and say Kiddush, and eat Eggplant 
Parmesan and salad and pasta. We have to be 
reminded, every time, not to trip on the invisible 
corner of the platform by the ark. We re-hear the 
stories of bloody head injuries and they become more 
gruesome each time. So we politely line up on the 
other side of the counter to get our food, and avoid 
certain death. 

The high point of the year, if only for variety, was the 
night we studied Jews in India, because instead of our 
regular dairy Italian dinner, we splurged on Indian 
food: Saag Paneer, Aloo Gobi, Naan! 

After we’ve had our fill of food and colorful stories, 
we roll down the hall to the main sanctuary for Friday 
night services, and we remember, all over again, that 
our own little corner of the Jewish world is connected 
to every other Jewish community in the world. We are 
never alone. 

If you have a story you would like to share with the 
RSNS community, contact Rachel Mankowitz at 
rachelmank@earthlink.net. 

mailto:rachelmank@earthlink.net
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Todah . . . RSNS’ Way of Saying Thanks

In honor of the birth of Helaina Gene Siegel, 
granddaughter of Rabbi Lee 
Trudy and Julie Brown 
Lesley Siegel and Joe Maissel 
Sharon and Mickey Warshawski 
Judie and John Miodownik 
Wally Buchband 
Joan and Marty Adickman 
Alice Kleiman 
June and Alvin Pitkow 
Diane Acker Haber 
The Whitman family 
Joy Benjamin 
Sheila Sherman 
Ellen and Monte Sokol 
Paula and Marvin Silverman 
Joan Glickman 
Deborah Factor and Barry Birdoff 
Roberta Hendler and Milt Alschuler 
Marty and Jack Budow 
Barbara and Marvin Schaffer 
Zari and Ira Ginsburg 
Jennifer and David Rimmer 
Joan and Abe Kleinberg 

Mazel tov to the Gustafson family on the 
engagement of Isaac Gustafson and Shaina Smith 
Barbara and Marvin Schaffer 

Mazel Tov the Farber family on the engagement of 
Cara Farber and Stuart Rossen 
Barbara and Marvin Schaffer 

Mazel Tov to the Krim/Fleischman family on the 
engagement of Danny Fleischman & Mackenzie 
Roth and Julie Fleischman & Benjamin Leffell 
Barbara and Marvin Schaffer 

Mazel Tov to the Chait/Chartan family on the 
marriage of Steven Chartan and Alison Marcus 
Barbara and Marvin Schaffer 

Best wishes to Cantor Eric on his full recovery 
Paula and Marvin Silverman 
Joan and Abe Kleinberg 
Barbara and Marvin Schaffer 

In honor of June Pitkow 
Deborah Kolsch 

In memory of Bernard Klainberg, father  
of Dennis Klainberg 
Susan and Tom Hicks 

In memory of Steve Mermelstein 
Paula and Marvin Silverman 

In memory of David Yellis, father of Sam Yellis 
Susan and Tom Hicks 

In memory of Conrad Yarmoff, father of Susan Hicks 
Marty & Jack Budow 
Rikki & Howard lane 

MAZEL TOV 
Mazel Tov to Joyce Segall and Adam Smook on  
their engagement 

Mazel Tov to Marty and Jack Budow on the marriage 
of their grandson Jonah Budow and Michal Weissberg 

Mazel Tov to Carol and Artie Stern on the birth of 
their grandson, Riley Solomon Stern, born to Lesley 
and Jeff Stern. 

CONDOLENCES 
Condolences to Susan Hicks and family on the death 
of her father Conrad Yarmoff 

Condolences to Dennis Klainberg on the death of his 
father, Bernard Klainberg. 

YAHRZEIT 
In observance of the yahrzeit of Joseph Giovanello 
Joseph Giovanello and Debbie Kesselman 

DONATIONS, DUES & TUITION PAYMENTS 
CAN BE MADE ON OUR WEBSITE 

Go to our website: rsns.org
Click on donate/payments
Complete all information and then click “review your 
donation.”
On the next page click “Special Instructions to Seller.” 
Indicate the purpose of your donation or payment.  
Call us if you have any questions, 516-627-627

http://rsns.org/giving
http://rsns.org/

